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What	size	are	basketball	courts

Knowing	the	Basics	of	Basketball	will	help	you	to	better	appreciate	the	skill	and	finesse	that	players	at	the	college	and	pro	level	demonstrate	every	time	they	take	the	court.Learn	MoreTo	some	people,	the	month	of	March	means	the	beginning	of	spring.	To	others,	it's	time	to	party	for	St.	Patrick's	Day.	But	for	college	basketball	fans,	March	means	only
one	thing:	March	Madness.	Before	you	place	any	bets,	though,	you	need	to	fill	out	your	bracket.By	Ryan	JohnsonOver	his	nine	years	in	the	NBA,	Theo	Ratliff	has	endured	everything	from	a	broken	wrist	to	a	cracked	kneecap	--	and	when	he	swore	off	anti-inflammatories	his	play	time	was	truly	painful.	Find	out	how	he	changed	his	approach	to	training
and	made	himself	healthier	and	more	effective.By	Dave	CoustanThe	men's	and	women's	NCAA	basketball	tournaments	send	millions	of	college	basketball	fans	into	a	frenzy	each	year.	Find	out	how	teams	get	a	ticket	to	the	"Big	Dance"	and	how	the	match-ups	are	selected.By	Kevin	Bonsor	&	Dave	RoosThe	squeak	of	the	shoes	the	roar	of	the	coach	the
jab	of	the	elbow!	To	many	of	us	basketball	is	the	American	pastime.	Whether	you're	just	getting	into	the	sport	or	you're	a	fan	looking	for	a	refresher	our	primer	will	bring	you	up	to	speed.By	Kevin	Bonsor	Basketball	can	be	played	anywhere	as	long	as	there	is	a	hoop	mounted	to	a	pole	or	wall	and	a	ball	to	shoot	through	it.	The	basic	idea	could	hardly	be
simpler.	The	two	teams	want	to	do	two	things:Get	the	ball	through	the	opposing	team's	basket	as	much	as	possible	(offense)Stop	the	opposing	team	from	doing	the	same	thing	(defense)As	soon	as	one	team	has	the	ball,	that	team	is	the	offense	and	the	other	team	is	the	defense.	The	offense	tries	to	position	players	to	take	a	shot	(throw	the	ball	through
the	hoop).	The	defense	players	position	themselves	to	block	these	shots.	Offense	players	move	around	the	basket	and	cut	past	defense	players	(abruptly	changing	direction	to	get	past	the	defense)	until	they	can	set	up	a	reasonably	clear	shot.The	way	all	this	plays	out	largely	depends	on	the	court.	Dimensions	of	the	court	and	other	equipment	vary
depending	on	the	level	of	play.	For	our	purposes,	we	will	look	at	the	National	Basketball	Association's	(NBA)	regulation	equipment.In	its	original	form,	when	peach	baskets	were	used,	contestants	climbed	up	a	ladder	to	retrieve	the	ball	after	making	a	basket.	Baskets	are	still	used	in	basketball,	but	have	evolved	to	eliminate	the	manual	retrieval	of	the
ball.	Today's	basket	is	an	18-inch-diameter	(46	cm)	metal	rim,	with	a	15-	or	18-inch-long	(38	or	46	cm),	open-ended	nylon	net	extending	below	it.The	rim	is	actually	about	twice	the	diameter	of	a	regulation	basketball.	In	the	NBA,	the	official	ball	is	made	of	leather	and	has	a	circumference	of	30	inches	(76	cm)	and	a	diameter	of	9	inches	(23	cm).	Prior	to
play,	the	ball	must	be	inflated	to	7.5	to	8.5	pounds	of	pressure	(0.51	to	0.57	atm).An	official	basketball	court,	where	competitive	games	are	played,	is	a	rectangle	divided	into	two	halves	by	the	midcourt	line.	On	each	end	of	the	court,	baskets	are	mounted	to	a	backboard	and	raised	to	a	height	of	10	feet	(3	m).	The	backboard	is	a	rectangle	that	is	6	feet
(1.8	m)	wide	and	3.5	feet	(1	m)	tall.	Players	often	shoot	the	ball	at	an	angle	so	that	it	ricochets	off	the	backboard	and	into	the	basket.The	court,	in	this	case	an	NBA	court,	is	94	feet	long	and	50	feet	wide	(29	x	15	m).	As	possession	alternates	between	teams,	the	teams	run	to	opposite	ends	of	the	court.	When	a	team's	players	are	on	offense,	they	are	said
to	be	in	their	frontcourt.	If	the	team's	players	are	on	defense,	they	are	in	their	backcourt.Along	the	midcourt	line	is	the	center	circle,	which	is	12	feet	(3.7	m)	in	diameter.	This	circle	is	used	for	the	tip-off,	which	starts	the	game.	In	a	tip-off,	a	referee	throws	a	ball	into	the	air	and	one	player	from	each	team	jumps	to	tip	the	ball	to	his/her	respective
teammates.	The	players	jumping	for	the	ball	can	tip,	but	not	grab,	the	ball.On	each	half	of	the	court,	there	is	a	three-point	line,	which	is	an	arced	line	painted	on	the	floor.	Within	the	three-point	line,	you	find	the	key,	which	consists	of	the	free-throw	line	and	free-throw	lane.	The	lane	is	sometimes	called	"the	paint."Behind	the	free-throw	line	there	is	a
semicircle.	The	top	of	this	semicircle	is	referred	to	as	the	top	of	the	key.	Along	each	side	of	the	lane,	there	are	four	hash	marks.	These	are	called	blocks,	and	designate	spots	where	players	must	stand	during	foul	shots.	In	many	states,	courts	assist	the	child	support	program	by	establishing	realistic	and	timely	child	support	orders.	Setting	accurate	and
fair	orders	prevents	arrears	and	ensures	orders	are	based	on	parents’	ability	to	pay.	States	have	discretion	in	establishing	and	modifying	child	support	orders	and	may	use	a	judicial	or	administrative	process,	or	a	combination	of	both.	Judicial	process	–	the	court	sets	the	support	order.	Administrative	process	–	the	state	child	support	agency	sets	the
support	order.	Find	out	which	process	your	state	uses	Visit	disclaimer	page	.	If	you	scrolled	through	TikTok	recently,	you	may	have	stumbled	upon	an	epic	transformation	of	a	backyard	basketball	court	into	a	dream	bohemian	wedding	venue	(if	not,	watch	it	here,	stat!).	While	mesmerizing,	what's	even	more	impressive	is	the	amount	of	time	it	took	for
the	DIY	project	to	come	together—one	month,	to	be	exact.	Like	many,	Breanna	Wallin	and	Chris	Arneson	abandoned	their	original	wedding	plans	in	the	wake	of	COVID-19.	"In	the	middle	of	June,	we	decided	to	flip	our	plans	and	go	full	steam	ahead	with	creating	our	own	wedding	venue	on	our	close	friends'	basketball/tennis	court,"	says	the	bride.	The
wedding	date?	July	18,	2020,	exactly	four	weeks	later.	In	the	middle	of	June,	we	decided	to	flip	our	plans	and	go	full	steam	ahead	with	creating	our	own	wedding	venue	on	our	close	friends'	basketball/tennis	court.	"We	had	a	vision	of	a	romantic	elegant	boho	wedding,"	Breanna	describes.	To	make	that	happen,	the	couple	enclosed	the	space	with	10-
feet-tall	white	walls	and	covered	the	floor	with	white	vinyl.	From	there,	they	dressed	the	room	with	floral	arrangements	and	other	décor	details	in	shades	of	white,	cream,	champagne,	gold,	and	tan.	By	the	time	Breanna	and	Chris	were	ready	to	walk	down	the	aisle,	it	was	hard	to	believe	the	wedding	was	in	a	backyard,	let	alone	on	a	basketball	court!
The	quick	transformation	was	made	possible	by	wedding	planner	GariAnn	Hedquist	of	Tin	Sparrow	Events,	who	Breanna	refers	to	as	the	"glue	in	the	entire	planning	operation,"	adding,	"[she]	made	changing	venues	and	building	a	venue	in	a	single	month	a	possibility."	Of	course,	in	true	COVID	wedding	fashion,	guests	were	seated	at	tables
strategically	placed	six	feet	apart	and	were	gifted	custom	face	masks	as	favors.	Read	on	for	more	of	Breanna	and	Chris's	unforgettable	day,	photographed	by	Alex	Lasota.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Guests	were	invited	to	the	backyard	soirée	with	modern	stationery	that	hinted	at	the	elegant	day	ahead.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	In	addition
to	following	other	safety	protocols	outlined	by	the	state	of	Washington,	the	couple	provided	their	guests	with	custom	wedding	masks.	Their	names	were	printed	on	each	mask,	along	with	their	wedding	date.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Clad	in	matching	attire,	Breanna	prepped	with	her	bridesmaids	the	morning	of	the	wedding.	While	her
bridesmaids	wore	robes	that	mimicked	their	champagne	gowns,	Breanna	wore	her	bridal	best	in	an	all-white	robe	with	sheer	sleeves	from	Robed	With	Love.	While	this	couple	felt	comfortable	taking	photos	with	their	wedding	party,	it's	also	OK	to	skip	such	intimate	moments	given	the	current	climate.	Many	are	opting	to	get	ready	alone,	wear	masks
when	around	others,	and/or	take	photos	from	a	safe	distance.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	I	had	so	many	people	telling	me	to	go	with	a	different	style	than	I	had	envisioned	for	the	ceremony,	but	I	am	so	glad	I	stuck	to	what	I	knew	I	wanted.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	"I	knew	I	wanted	something	extremely	simple	and	elegant	for	the
ceremony,"	Breanna	says	of	her	search	for	the	perfect	wedding	dress.	She	ultimately	chose	a	figure-hugging	silk	gown	with	a	plunging	neckline	and	open	back	from	A&N	Luxe	Label.	"I	had	so	many	people	telling	me	to	go	with	a	different	style	than	I	had	envisioned	for	the	ceremony,	but	I	am	so	glad	I	stuck	to	what	I	knew	I	wanted."	Photo	by	Alex
Lasota	Another	reason	why	she	fell	in	love	with	her	minimalist	gown?	"It	paired	perfectly	with	the	veil	and	earrings	I	had	chosen	from	BHLDN,"	she	says.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Gorgeous	florals	were	a	large	part	of	the	day's	décor,	so	the	couple	tapped	Simplified	Celebrations	to	bring	their	boho	vision	to	life.	To	start,	Breanna
carried	a	large	bouquet	of	white,	pink	and	tan	roses	mixed	with	sprigs	of	greenery	and	pampas	grass.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota		Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Finding	bridesmaid	dresses	was	a	simple	task	for	Breanna:	As	soon	as	she	saw	these	satin	champagne	gowns	from	Fame	and	Partners,	she	knew	they	were	the	clear	winners!	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by
Alex	Lasota	Her	crew	also	carried	smaller	versions	of	her	own	bridal	bouquet,	which	added	hints	of	color	to	the	muted	dresses.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	In	what	Breanna	describes	as	a	"sweet	and	special	moment,"	her	father	walked	her	down	the	aisle.	The	intimate	exchange	before	heading	to	the	altar	left	both
of	them	in	tears.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Looking	at	the	couple's	custom	wedding	venue,	it	was	nearly	impossible	to	tell	that	it	was	once	an	outdoor	basketball	court.	Chris,	along	with	Breanna's	father,	spent	four	weeks	building	the	entire	space	themselves.	"We	build	out	10-feet-tall	walls	around	the	entire	basketball	court,	painted	them	all	white,	and
rolled	out	4,000	square-feet	of	white	vinyl	flooring,"	describes	the	bride	of	the	ultimate	wedding	DIY	project.	From	there,	Sash	Weddings	brought	in	gold	chiavari	chairs,	bisto	lighting,	and	draping	to	finish	off	the	space.	While	the	couple	had	a	guest	list	well	under	the	100	allowed	in	their	state	at	the	time	of	the	wedding,	they	went	ahead	and	set	up
extra	chairs	so	guests	could	choose	to	sit	further	apart	and	in	the	"pods"	of	their	choosing.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	When	it	was	done	being	built,	what	I	loved	the	most	about	it	was	the	romantic	feel	it	had.	It	felt	intimate	and	like	it	was	ours,	which	it	was	because	we	custom	built	it	to	fit	our	vision.	"It	took	vision	and	a	lot	of	hard	work	from	our	family	and
friends,"	she	adds.	"When	it	was	done	being	built,	what	I	loved	most	about	it	was	the	romantic	feel	it	had.	It	felt	intimate	and	like	it	was	ours,	which	it	was	because	we	custom	built	it	to	fit	our	vision."	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Isaiah	Ojeda	built	Breanna	and	Chris's	bohemian	wooden	wedding	arch,	which	was	decorated	with	white,
pink	and	gold	flowers,	dried	palm	leaves,	and	pampas	grass.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	They	also	designed	a	custom	neon	sign	touting	their	new	last	name.	"We	wanted	everyone	there	to	feel	so	welcomed	and	we	wanted	our	love	to	be	on	display,"	shares	the	bride.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	The	bride	and	groom	tasked	their	five	nephews	as	ring	bearers	for	the
ceremony.	Each	carried	a	sign	highlighting	a	key	date	in	Breanna	and	Chris's	love	story,	from	the	day	they	met	to	the	day	Chris	proposed!	It	was	an	adorable	show,	but	Chris	says	the	most	special	moment	came	when	Breanna	began	walking	down	the	aisle.	"I	had	not	seen	her	or	her	dress	at	all	before	the	wedding,"	he	says.	"I	was	brought	to	tears
with	how	beautiful	she	was	and	how	blessed	I	was	to	be	marrying	her."	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Since	the	couple	transformed	their	pastors'	backyard	into	their	dream	wedding	venue,	Breanna	and	Chris	asked	them	to	officiate	the	ceremony	as	well.	"We	both	have	countless	memories	at	their	house	and	with	them,	so	to	be	in	their	backyard	with	them
marrying	us,	was	surreal	and	extremely	special,"	expresses	the	bride.	"They	are	family	to	us.	We	are	so	thankful	for	them	and	for	how	well	they	love	us	and	have	cheered	us	on	as	a	couple."	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	After	exchanging	personal	vows,	the	newlyweds	made	their	way	down	the	aisle	to	"Marry	You"	by	Bruno	Mars.	Photo	by
Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Following	the	ceremony,	Breanna	replaced	her	minimalist	wedding	dress	with	a	romantic	A-line	gown	by	Berta.	The	stunning	reception	gown	boasted	floral	appliqués	and	champagne	tulle.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	No	matter	what	happened,	at	the	end	of	the	day	we	were	going	to	marry	each	other.	Love	truly	does	always
win.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	As	a	couple	planning	their	wedding	in	the	midst	of	a	global	pandemic,	they	cited	the	most	stressful	aspect	was	all	of	the	unknowns—with	rules	and	regulations	regarding	weddings	changing	constantly.	To	cope,	they	reminded	themselves	that	"no	matter	what	happened,	at	the	end	of	the	day	we	were	going	to	marry	each
other,"	adding,	"love	truly	does	always	win."	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Breanna	and	Chris	mixed	bohemian,	modern,	and	romantic	elements	in	their	wedding	signage.	Their	lucite	welcome	sign	was	positioned	next	to	an	abundant	arrangement	of	florals	similar	to	the	wedding	altar.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	They	also	created	an	Italian	soda	bar	during	cocktail
hour	where	guests	could	make	their	own	raspberry	or	peach	flavored	drinks.	Later,	everyone	tasted	tacos	from	local	caterer	Chapala	Express.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Breanna	and	Chris	also	did	away	with	a	traditional	photo	booth,	opting	instead	for	guests	to	take	their	own	photos	throughout	the	night	on	disposable	cameras	(as	to	avoid	congregating	in
a	photo	area).	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Round	tables	were	scattered	more	than	six	feet	apart	across	the	basketball	court.	Each	place	setting	was	marked	with	a	champagne	linen	napkin	while	floral	arrangements	and	gold	candles	served	as	centerpieces.	As	with	the	ceremony	seating,	guests	were	also	encouraged	to	sit	with	their	families	and	"pods"	at
dinner.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Their	first	dance	proved	to	be	quite	romantic.	Chris's	sister	and	a	close	friend	sang	"Falling	Like	the	Stars"	by	James	Arthur	as	they	danced	under	the	lit	bistro	lights.	"I	could	have	stayed	there	in	that	moment	forever,"	Breanna	remembers.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	The	couple	cut
into	a	petite	buttercream	cake	for	tradition	but	encouraged	guests	to	enjoy	an	array	of	individually	wrapped	cookies	from	Our	Cookie	House.	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	Looking	back,	the	couple	counts	the	wedding	toasts	as	another	highlight.	Breanna	says,	"Along	with	our	bridesmaids	and	groomsmen	giving	us	the	sweetest	toasts,	we	asked	our	parents	to
say	a	few	words	as	well,"	she	says.	"Hearing	our	parents	love,	hearts,	and	thoughts	about	us	and	our	wedding	day	had	us	cry	and	our	hearts	oozing	with	love	and	joy."	Photo	by	Alex	Lasota	The	night	came	to	a	close	with	a	confetti	exit—and	because	of	coronavirus,	the	newlyweds	opted	for	a	stateside	honeymoon.	Looking	back,	they	say	planning	a
wedding	mid-pandemic	reminded	them	of	the	most	important	part	of	any	wedding:	the	marriage!	"Remember	the	end	goal,"	Breanna	says.	"The	end	goal	is	marrying	your	very	favorite	person	in	the	world,	while	the	details	and	décor	add	so	much	magic	to	the	wedding	day,	the	reason	it	all	is	happening	is	because	you	are	in	love!	So	focus	on	that	love,
work	as	a	team,	and	let	your	love	inspire	and	create	the	beauty	of	the	best	day	of	your	life."	Editor's	Note:	In	the	current	climate	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	it's	important	to	remember	that	this	couple	decided	to	do	what	they	felt	was	best	for	them	based	on	the	individual	guidelines	of	their	state	and	the	information	available	at	the	time	of	their
wedding.	For	more	up-to-date	guidelines,	check	the	CDC	and	your	state's	website.
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