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It's a great big world, and it's too easy to lose track of the people in it. Lucky for us, the…Read morePiplPipl is tenacious people-search engine. Pipl's claim to fame is the depths to which it can plumb the "deep web" to find information. When you search for a person using Pipl, you're not limited to a simple
white pages search. Pipl scours databases and indexes that standard search engines normally don't touch. If it's there to be found, Pipl returns all manner of things about the person you're searching for, including blog entires, photos, publications, donations on public record, profiles on social and business
networking sites, and other overlooked sources. Pipl supports searching by name, username, phone number, and email. GoogleSpecialized search engines you say? Heresy! Many readers eschewed fancy people-search engines—many of which often incorporate Google results into their own—preferring
instead to get their hands dirty at the source. With more and more people cultivating an online presence, it's easier than ever to find people with broader search engines like Google. One of Google's strongpoints is that you can use additional search parameters that are unavailable at the other search
engines. For example, it's impossible to search for "John Smith classic car restoration" to find an old car-obsessed friend of yours when all you can type in is Last Name, First Name. Additionally, Google can sometimes find incredibly obscure references to a person. (I once tracked down an old classmate
through a single reference on an out of date softball team roster found through Google.) FacebookFacebook is principally a social network, but its the first stop for many people searchers due to its widespread popularity. By Facebook's count, 150 million active users frequent the site, about a third of which
are in the United States. Even if you take those numbers with a grain of salt, that's still an enormous number of people who have put themselves out there to be found. Therein lies the strength of looking for someone on Facebook: By joining the service, Facebook users have essentially put up a big sign
that says, "Find me!" SpockSpock is another people-search engine that relies on multiple sources and aggregation to cull as much information as it can about a subject. In addition to indexing information from various news sites and social networks, Spock has a variety of notifications options available.
Like 123people (below), Spock supports email notifications of changes to a person search, but you can also subscribe to an RSS feed for your search. 123people123people has a broad reach, delving into blogs and public profiles to increase your chances of finding who you're looking for. 123people is a
strong people-search engine, but one of the best pieces of functionality available to 123people searchers is its email notification feature, which sends out an email alert whenever the results of a specific search changes. It's a little heavy on the stalk-factor (though in a strange way not all that different from
Facebook's newsfeed), but it saves you from wasting your time with fruitless return searches. Now that you've seen the top five people-search engines (and hopefully found the person you were looking for!) it's time to vote on your favorite: If you've got your own foolproof tips or tricks to share when it
comes to tracking people down on the web, sound off in the comments. Updated: 06/02/2020 by Computer Hope A search engine is software accessed on the Internet that searches a database of information according to the user's query. The engine provides a list of results that best match what the user
is trying to find. Today, there are many different search engines available on the Internet, each with its own abilities and features. The first search engine ever developed is considered Archie, which was used to search for FTP files, and the first text-based search engine is considered Veronica. Currently,
the most popular and well-known search engine is Google. Other popular search engines include AOL, Ask.com, Baidu, Bing, DuckDuckGo, and Yahoo. For users, a search engine is accessed through a browser on their computer, smartphone, tablet, or another device. Today, most new browsers use an
omnibox, which is a text box at the top of the browser. The omnibox allows users to type in a URL or a search query. You can also visit one of the major search engines' home page to perform a search. How to find information on the Internet. How a search engine works Because large search engines
contain millions and sometimes billions of pages, many search engines display the results depending on their importance. This importance is commonly determined using various algorithms. As illustrated, the source of all search engine data is collected using a spider or crawler that visits each page on
the Internet and collects its information. Once a page is crawled, the data contained in the page is processed and indexed. Often, this can involve the steps below. Strip out stop words. Record the remaining words on the page and the frequency they occur. Record links to other pages. Record information
about any images, audio, and embedded media on the page. The data collected is used to rank each page. These rankings then determine which pages to show in the search results and in what order. Finally, once the data is processed, it's broken up into files, inserted into a database, or loaded into
memory where it's accessed when a search is performed. Do all search engines give the same results? Not necessarily. Search engines use proprietary algorithms to index and correlate data, so every search engine has its own approach to finding what you're trying to find. Its results may be based on
where you're located, what else you've searched for, and what results were preferred by other users searching for the same thing. Each search engine uniquely weights these and offers you different results. What is the best search engine? There isn't one search engine that is better than all the others.
Many people could argue that Google's search engine is the best, and it is the most popular and well-known. It's so popular that people often use it as a verb when telling someone to search for their question. Microsoft's Bing search engine is also popular and used by many people. Bing does an excellent
job of finding information and answering questions. Bing is also what powers the search in Windows 10 and the Yahoo search engine. Users concerned with privacy, enjoy using Duck Duck Go. This search engine makes its users anonymous and is an excellent solution for users concerned with how much
information Google and Bing collect on its users. Related pages Bing, Google, Index, Internet, Internet terms, Metacrawler, PageRank, Search, SEO, SERP, Stop words, Veronica, WAIS, Web, YaCy, Yahoo Finding people online is easier now than it ever has been – everybody’s personally identifiable
information is absolutely everywhere now, and with just a few minutes of research (and sometimes a small fee), you can get detailed personal data on practically anyone you want. There are a number of different methods for getting this information, but one of the easiest and most effective places to start
is with this list of the best people search websites. Google Who would’ve guessed it, right? It should come as no surprise that the best search engine in the world is also rather handy for looking up info on people. The only problem is that it’s not focused on people in particular, so it almost always retrieves
plenty of irrelevant information that you don’t need. However, this isn’t always a bad thing. Hidden among all that worthless info, Google will sometimes pull up obscure, useful details that you you wouldn’t have uncovered elsewhere. For this reason, the Goog is always a good place to start. Before you
dive right in though, you should be sure you know how to swim in Google’s pool. You can save yourself a lot of trouble and pinpoint good information much quicker if you know how to use search operators. For example, let’s say you’re looking for a dude named Don Johnson. Not only are there hundreds
of Don Johnsons across the country, but one of them happens to be quite famous – so he dominates the search results. To mitigate this problem, you’ll need to make use of the – (minus) operator. Place the minus symbol in front of your query to exclude results related to a certain keyword. In this
situation, you could search for [Don Johnson -actor -celebrity] and it would remove all results related to Don Johnson the actor/celebrity.  Google has dozens of these handy operators – way more than we have space to mention here – so we highly suggest you check out our guide to mastering Google
search.  Pipl launched in 2006, Pipl has steadily been growing more powerful over the years, and today its easily one of the best people finding resources out there. It’s a bit different than your average lookup service. Unlike a typical search-engine, Pipl is designed to retrieve information from the Deep
Web – the massive section of the Internet that traditional Web-crawlers like Google and Yahoo don’t index. To do this, it uses custom Web-crawling robots that are designed to interact with searchable databases, effectively extending its reach into a zone that Google can’t see. With this advanced search
ability, Pipl’s engine can extract facts, contact details, and other relevant information from things like personal profiles, member directories, scientific publications, court records, and numerous other Deep Web sources. To be fair, Pipl isn’t the only site that does this. Most people finder sites use some kind
of proprietary Deep Web crawling algorithm – Pipl’s is just one of the better ones out there. What makes it really stand out from the competition is its unique “identity resolution” engine. You see, the problem with searching for people on the Web is that even when you’ve got a specific name, engines tend
to retrieve WAY more information than you can easily sift through. Pipl mitigates this problem by clustering results belonging to a single person into a simple, easy to read profile, and also suggests items that might be related to that specific individual. Add this feature to a simple, well-organized interface,
and you’ve got one of the best people finder resources on the Web.   123people As per usual with these kinds of sites, 123people makes use of a proprietary search algorithm to trawl the Deep Web and spit out relevant information like public records, phone numbers, addresses, images, videos, Web
content, and email addresses. Based on our experience with it, the site’s robots can’t crawl quite as deep as Pipl’s can, but the site does a pretty damn decent job of returning useful information and presenting it in an easy-to digest format. The sites layout makes it easy to find what you’re looking for, but
does come with a heaping helping of sponsored ads. You get a good bit of information free of charge, but if you want anything deeper, you’ll probably have to fork over a buck or two.  Spokeo Much like the sites mentioned above, Spokeo uses custom Web crawling robots to delve into the Deep Web and
find information on people. It pulls people-related information from phone books, social networks, marketing lists, business sites, and other public sources, so in terms of finding information it’s not much different than Pipl or 123people. It does, however, seem to be better for tracking down people’s
geographic locations. It won’t spit out the full address until you pay for a subscription, but the default view displays the person in question on a map, so at a glance you can get a pretty good idea of where they sleep at night (you creep). Most of the good information on the site is hidden behind a pay wall,
but for a modest $1.95 fee, you can get your hands on pretty much any info you need here. It’s also worth noting that, oftentimes, results listed on Pipl and 123people will link over to Spokeo, so you’ll probably end up using it at some point in your search. Know of any good people search
techniques/resources that we didn’t mention? Share them with us in the comments! Editors' Recommendations
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